
P R I M A R Y  L E A R N I N G  O B J E C T I V E S

6 TH SUNDAY OF EASTER
R E M A I N  I N  M Y  L O V E

Because Jesus loves us and wants us to have complete joy, He told us how to attain 
it. In this week’s Gospel, He tells us the way to complete joy is obedience to the 
commandments. Jesus was talking about the Ten Commandments, or Decalogue, that 
Moses received on Mount Sinai. He also issued a new commandment — to love one 
another as He loves us. Keeping the commandments keeps us close to God, the source of 
all true joy.
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Jesus issued a new commandment to love one another as He loves us. 

Scripture Resources: John 15:9-17; Matthew 22:34-40 
Catechism Resources: CCC 2196

Following the commandments keeps us close to God.

Scripture Resources: John 14:15-21       
Catechism Resources: CCC 2052-2055; CCC 1954-1955 

God gave us the Ten Commandments to teach us how to live.

Scripture Resources: Exodus 20; Matthew 19:16-17   
Catechism Resources: CCC 2056-2057
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https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/050921.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/15?9
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/22?34
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p3s2c2.htm#2196
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/14?15
https://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p3s2.htm#2052
https://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p3s1c3a1.htm#1954
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/exodus/20
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/19?16
https://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p3s2.htm#2056
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P O N D E R :  E X P L O R E  K E Y  T H E M E S  F O R  T H E  W E E K

Look for opportunities throughout the week to ponder with and 
communicate these truths to your child(ren). Use the questions and 
explanation for each objective as a guide. The “Younger” and “Older” 
Children sections are loosely divided by the “age of reason.” You know your 
child(ren) best (what questions will resonate better with them, if they need 
a simpler or a more complex version of a particular objective, etc.), so use 
the section that works best for your family. Refer to the Parent Guide for 
more recommendations on pondering with your child(ren). Remember that 
our faith is a mystery that we can always ponder, but sometimes we do not 
always fully understand and that is ok!

F O R  Y O U N G E R  C H I L D R E N
Learning Objectives
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“This is my commandment: love one another as I love you. No one has greater love 
than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I 
command you” (John 15:12-14). 

To ponder this idea with your child, ask:

• What is Jesus asking us to do? What is His commandment?

• How does Jesus love us? 

• How do we love others like Jesus?

• Why does Jesus ask us to follow His commandment?

Jesus issued a new commandment to love one another as He loves us.

To ponder this idea with your child, ask:

• Can you think of some important rules that someone (a parent, teacher, etc.) has 
given you? What are they?

• Why do you think those rules exist?

• What do you think would happen if those rules didn’t exist?

• God gave us rules called the Ten Commandments. Why do you think He gave us 
those rules?

01 God gave us the Ten Commandments to teach us how to live.

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/15?12


BPROJECT NAZARETH | SACRED MYSTERIES | EASTER

Learning Objectives

F O R  O L D E R  C H I L D R E N
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“As the Father loves me, so I also love you. Remain in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in 
you and your joy may be complete” (John 15:9-11). 

To ponder this idea with your child, ask:

• What does Jesus tell us His relationship with His Father is like?

• What is Jesus asking of our relationship with Him?

• How do we imitate Jesus’ relationship with His Father in our relationship with 
Jesus?

• What happens when we follow the commandments?

Following the commandments keeps us close to God.

In Exodus, Moses received the Ten Commandments directly from God. The Ten 
Commandments are a list of rules that explain the minimum duties we have toward 
God and each other. The first three commandments describe our obligations toward 
God, and the final seven describe our obligations toward our fellow people. He gave 
them to us because He knew they would increase our happiness.  

To ponder this idea with your child, ask:

• If you had to write rules for the whole world, what would be some of your most 
important rules?

• Why would those be your rules?

01 God gave us the Ten Commandments to teach us how to live.

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/15?9
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God gives us a path to be close to Him in Heaven. Every decision we make can 
help us along that path or take us off it. To help us stay on the path, He gave us 
commandments to help form our conscience, which works like a map to help 
us know the path to God. His commandment to love one another as He loves us 
embraces the Ten Commandments and goes beyond it.  

To ponder this idea with your child, ask:

• What can you do to make sure that you stay on the path that God has designed 
for you?

• What can we do if we realize that we have strayed from our path?

Following the commandments keeps us close to God.

02
“If you keep my commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy 
may be in you and your joy may be complete. This is my commandment: love one 
another as I love you” (John 15:10-12).  

To ponder this idea with your child, ask:

• What does Jesus tell us about His relationship with the Father?

• What does He do to stay in a good relationship with His Father?

• What does Jesus tell us to stay in a good relationship with Him? What is His 
commandment?

• How does Jesus love us? How do we love others like Jesus?

• What happens when we try to have a relationship with Jesus like His relationship 
with His Father?

Jesus issued a new commandment to love one another as He loves us.

this is my commandment:
Love one another as I have loved you.

John 15:12

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/15?9
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P R AY :  S P E C I A L  P R AY E R  F O R  T H E  W E E K 

Each time you pray this week, add this simple invocation: “Jesus, teach us to 
love others as You love us.”

A C T :  C O N C R E T E  WAY S  TO  L I V E  O U T  T H I S  W E E K ’ S  T H E M E

FOR THE FAMILY: Jesus commanded us to love each other as He loved us. 
Each day for the next week, do at least one act of kindness for someone. Try 
to make sure that the act is completely selfless, just like Jesus is.

Take time this week to learn all of the Ten Commandments by heart. They 
can be found on page 17 of the Prayer Guide.
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L I S T E N :  FA M I L Y  L E C T I O  D I V I N A

Read the passage listed below for this week’s family Lectio Divina time. Ask 
what your child’s favorite part is or what stood out to them. Ask what God 
may be trying to show your child through the chosen scripture. Please refer 
to the Parent Guide for further recommendations on doing Lectio Divina 
with children. 

John 15:1-8 - Parable of the True Vine

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/15?

